o o
i Fl rs” (Detail), 2020. Acrylic and platinum leaf on canvas mounted on wood panel. 300 x 300 cm , 118 1/8 x 118 1/8 inch. Unique. ©2020 Takashi Murakami/Kaikai Kiki Co,, Ltd. All Rights Reserved. Courtesy Perrotin.
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For its return to KIAF, Perrotin is delighted to present a solo exhibition
specially conceived by Japanese artist Takashi Murakami. Featuring
the most recent works, this exceptional presentation will mark the
first time Murakami has unveiled an exhibition in Seoul since his
acclaimed 2013 exhibition, Takashi in Superflat Wonderland,
at PLATEAU, Samsung Museum of Art.

Murakami's brightly colored, masterfully scaled opus will showcase the
iconoclastic artist's joyously subversive universe, highlighting a
selection of the many unbridled creatures and motifs that have
populated his work for thirty years. Visitors to Perrotin's booth will find
Murakami's emblematic pair, KaiKai and KiKi, in the form of two
imposing sculptures, respectively 3 meters and 2.4 meters in height, in
painted stainless steel. Visitors will also get to rediscover the artist's
iconic daisies with psychedelic petals whose chromatic range never
ceases to evolve in the most deliriously exuberant formats.

Some of the paintings embody the silhouette of Murakami's flower,
creating the illusion of a stained-glass window. The artist delivers
several versions of an anthropomorphized nature. He seems to have
set out to conquer a new world with the culmination of personal
reflections prompted by the pandemic. Another striking work
featuring his personal approach of contextualizing traditional
Japanese art is a triptych—in turn influenced by his 2001 work, Snow
Moon Flower—featuring KaiKai and KiKi in symbolic seasonal
settings: under the autumn moon, a snowflake-covered winter
background, and spring amid an explosive blossoming of skulls.

“Art is when you finally manage to make the void and something
happens after this void,” theorized the artist, who was born in 1962
in Tokyo to a cab driver and a housewife. Growing up in post-
World War Il Japan, Murakami's artistic evolution was influenced
by tensions between two opposing visions of Western and
Japanese societies, as the popular culture of manga began to see a
new boom.

After completing PhD work in Nihonga—Japanese painting
style established in the Meiji era (1868-1912)-at Geidai
(Tokyo University of the Arts), the most prestigious art
university in Japan, Murakami initiated the Superflat movement,
enabling him to build bridges between Western and Asian artistic

fields, historical Japanese art, and the world of anime.
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The work of Murakami, who is often recognized as a successor of
Andy Warhol, explores the flat and shallow dimensions that
characterize traditional Japanese art while pinpointing the superficiality
of a consumerist society. As a post-modern archaeologist of Japanese
culture, he juxtaposes his broad knowledge of Japanese art with codes
of anime and manga subculture—a field of obsession of members
of the Otaku generation. Today, Murakami's work continues to infuse
society and the arts beyond hierarchies.

Murakami's work has been the subject of numerous solo exhibitions in
art institutions around the world, including Murakami vs Murakami,
Tai Kwun Contemporary, Hong Kong (2019); Takashi Murakami:
The Octopus Eats Its Own Leg, Vancouver Art Gallery, Vancouver
(2018); Under the Radiation Falls, Garage Museum, Moscow
(2017-2018); Takashi Murakami: The Octopus Eats lts Own Leg,
Modern Museum of Fort Worth, Texas (2018); The Octopus Eats Its
Own Leg, Museum of Contemporary Art Chicago, Chicago (2017);
Murakami by Murakami, Astrup Fearnley Museet, Oslo (2017);
The 500 Arhats, Mori Art Museum, Tokyo (2015); Takashi in
Superflat Wonderland, PLATEAU, Samsung Museum of Art, Seoul
(2013); Murakami-Ego, Al Riwaq Hall, Doha (2012); Murakami
Versailles, Chateau de Versailles, Versailles (2010); and
©MURAKAMI, Museum of Contemporary Art, Los Angeles (2007).
Michel Majerus Superflat, the artist's latest solo exhibition, is
currently on view at Michel Majerus Estate, Berlin, through February
26th, 2022. Following the exhibition, the Broad, Los Angeles, will be
holding a solo exhibition from May 2022, as well as Asian Art
Museum, San Francisco, from September 2023 to January 2024.

The art fair will begin on Wednesday, October 13th with VIP preview
days, followed by public days from Friday, October 15th through
Sunday, October 17th.

More information about the exhibition »>>
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